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to know all the particulars concerning the places where
the relics have been deposited, &c.? must have recourse to
the books called Data Win and Nalatadata Win.

On a certain day a likeness of Buddha was placed be-
fore the eyes of Athoka. The king was delighted with it.
He wished to multiply the number of statues, so that they
could be seen in every part of his dominions. He gave
orders for the building of monasteries in the 84,000 towns
of his immense dominions. This happened in 220 of the
religious era. It was but three years afterwards, that is to
say, in 223, that the dedication or consecration of the dzeclis
took place, in which portions of the relics were to be en-
shrined. Throughout his realm the king issued a procla-
mation inviting all the people to attend to the observance
of the eight precepts. The royal mandate was duly attended
to, and the religious festival celebrated with the greatest
solemnity. On that occasion the king made abundant
donations to the religious, and strove to display his zeal
for the promotion of religion.

Delighted with all that he had done, the king said to
the venerable Mauggalipata: "I have endeavoured to
labour for the exaltation of religion by every means in my
power. I have built religious monuments through the
length and breadth of my dominions; I have made offer-
ings on the grandest scale. May 1 now consider myself
as entitled to the inheritance of religion ? " The venerable
Mauggalipata replied: " Great prince, you have indeed done
much towards the advancement of the good cause. But
something else more excellent still is to be performed that
you may acquire a right to the inheritance of religion."
" What is that ? " asked the king. " It is most perfect
and meritorious," replied Mauggalipata, "that you should
consecrate your son Maheinda and your daughter Singa-
meitta to the service of religion." Athoka immediately
asked his son, who was eighteen years old, whether he
would like to become a religious. Maheinda answered in
the affirmative. He was forthwith ordained Samane.